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-,~ UNIVERSITY OF - SOUTHERN MAINE usm 
Department of Theatre presents 
Written by 
Moises Kaufman 
and the members of Tectonic Theater Project 
Friday Sept. 24-Sunday Oct. 3, 2004 
Russell Hall, Main Stage 
USM Gorham Campus 
PRODUCED BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH DRAMATIST PLAY SERVICES, INC 
Director's Note 
As one reporter who was on the scene reporting the Matthew Shepard incident in 
Laramie stated, " ... the media ... made people think. Because people were sitting 
in their homes ... watching TV and listening to CNN and watching Dan Rather 
and going,' ... well, that's not how it is here.' " 
While working on this show, many facts have been uncovered, including, that IS 
how it is here. Hate crimes exist right here, right now, in our very community, 
and that knowledge has been a motivating factor for all involved in this 
production. Our mission is not only to present the best quality theatre possible, 
but also to inform, to educate, and to perhaps inspire someone to reconsider 
when a derogatory slur is about to depart their lips, or they decide to ignore or 
even attack someone just because they are somehow 'different'. Matthew 
Shepard may have been a gay college student, but the issue isn't just a gay issue, 
it's a human issue, and the hope is that this play reveals the need not just for 
tolerance, but for the embracing of our personal differences. I have been blessed 
with an enthusiastic, dedicated cast and production team, that have not only 
shared their theatrical skills, but also their unique views, their differences, and 
their belief in the play's message of acceptance. Perhaps as you listen to the 
words, which at one point were actually spoken by the people of Laramie, you 
may find a message of your own. 
-Wil Kilroy 
Dramaturg's Note 
It is something daunting to be the dramaturg for a play that lists seven 
dramaturgs on the front page of the script. It is equally challenging for actors to 
play 10 separate characters who are based on real people. How important is it to 
imitate the people of Laramie in order to do them justice? The answer (as is 
often the case in dramaturgy) is in the script. It is the words of the Laramie 
interviews that hit close to home. The beauty of this play is that it not only 
gives us insight into the attitudes of Laramie, but also makes us question and 
evaluate our own communities and attitudes. As you leave the theatre, please 
take the time to stop by our informational displays and tables to further your 
understanding of the events surrounding the death of Matt Shepard. I am proud to 
have worked on a production that is active in promoting tolerance and hopefully 























































There will be a.fifteen minute intermission. 
Warning: Hate crime is a central topic of this piece. It also contains strong 
language and some profanity. 
Please, no photos are allowed during the performance. 
Also please turn off beepers and phones as a courtesy to the actors and other 
audience members. 
The US West World Premiere was produced by 
The Denver Center Theatre Company 
Donovan Marley, Artistic Director 
in association with 
Tectonic Theater Project 
Moises Kaufman, Artistic Director 
Originally produced in New York City at the Union Square Theatre 
by Roy Gabay and Tectonic Theater Project 
in association with Gayle Francis and the Araca Group 
Associate Producers: Mara Issacs and Hart Sharp Entertainment. 
The Laramie Project was developed in part with the support of 




Stephen Belber, Greg Pierotti, Stephan Wangh 
Dramaturgs 
Amanda Gronich, Sarah Lambert, John McAdams, Maude Mitchell, Andy Paris, 
Barbara Pitts, Kelli Simpkins 
Special Support for this Production was received from the Center for Sexualities and 
Gender Diversity 
Special Designs, slides 
Dramaturg 
Stage Manager 










Stage Craft Lab 
Kris Hall Costume Director 
Stitchers Katelyn Adams, Erika Cressey, Anna Caraszi, 
Emily Carter, Amy Desrosiers, Meghan Harrington, 
Lindsey Higgins, Mary Jensen, Emily Kiesiner, 
Kristen Kurz, Kate Law, Daniel Lawrence, Michele Lee, 







Light Board Operator 
Sound Board Operator 
Special Operator 
Arts Promotions Director 
Arts Events Director 
Administrative Assistant 






Jillian Shapleigh, Lauren Smith, Dianna Thibaudeau 
Michaela Wirth 
Lighting Practicum Class 
Brian Hapcic 
Chatfar Rodney, Dan Goldstein, 
Brad Caraszi, Jessie Pilgrim, Lindsey Higgins 
Production Crew 
Cristy Morrison, Brendon Tenon 
Sean Seabrookes, Donna Bilodeau, 

















Karen Ball is a senior theatre student whose list of credits includes "Lady 
Macbeth" and "Martha" (Who's afraid of Virginia Woolf!). She is a local 
resident of Portland, Maine. Karen also has experience in film with the role of 
"Jan Magonigal" in the independent film Rubbers taking first place at the 48 
Films Festival in Boston for 2004. 
Amy VonVett 
Amy Von Yett, of Portland, Maine, is in her final year as a theatre major. In 
Amy's past experience she has accomplished much in the field of acting, such as; 
completing a fuU length play entitled 24 Hours or Less, directing of the Vagina 
Monologues, and acting in Macbeth, on top of multiple roles throughout her 
college career. 
Casey Pratt 
Casey Pratt of Greene, Maine, is a senior theatre major with an extensive 
musical theater background. Some of her past performances include Cabaret, 
Batboy the Musical, Chicago, and Footloose. On top of her extensive 
performing background she has also worked as a lighting designer, props master, 
and other jobs for many USM shows. 
Stacy Strang 
Stacy Strang, from Livermore, Maine, is a sophomore theatre major. Although 
this is only Stacy's second main stage performance with USM, she has been a 
very active member of InterActors inc., an improvisational theatre company in 
Portland. Some of Stacy's past productions have included Shakuntala, Crimes of 
the Heart, and Footloose. 
David Ciampa 
David Ciampa of Portsmouth, Rhode Island, is a senior theatre major. David 
has involved himself with multiple production groups outside of USM 
including: Schoolhouse, the Children's Theatre, and SP A. Some of David's past 
shows include Shakuntala, Romeo & Juliet, Macbeth, and Maxi Ford's 
production of How Gertrude Stormed the Philosophers Club. 
David Branch 
David Branch of Freeport, Me, is a junior minoring in theatre. He has been 
actively involved in the USM theatre department including his roles as "Vito" 
from Vito on the Beach, multiple roles in We Won't Pay! We Won't Pay!, and 
"Father Jack" in Dancing at Lughnasa. 
Jason E. Cook 
Jason is a junior musical theatre major here at USM. Previously at USM he 
appeared as "David" in Company (Best Supporting Male SPA Award) , "Bat Boy" 
in Bat Boy The Musical, the "Emcee" in Cabaret (Irene Ryan Nomination, Best 
Lead Male SPA Award), the "Steward" in Into The Woods (Best Cameo SPA 
Award), and in the Maine Premiere of Songs For A New World. Favorite Roles 
include "Mary Sunshine" in Chicago, "Ren" in Footloose, and "Snoopy" in 
You 're A Good Man, Charlie Brown. Thank you Wil, Cast, and Crew for an 
overwhelming and amazing experience! 
Erik Moody 
Erik Moody hails from Saco, ME. A sophomore majoring in theatre, this is his 
first main stage production at USM. 
Artistic Staff Biographies 
Wil Kilroy, Director 
Professor Wil Kilroy is part of the acting/directly faculty at the University of 
Southern Maine, having previously taught in Los Angeles. He also teaches 
workshops around the country on the Michael Chekhov technique, and has 
presented at the University of Illinois, University of Nebraska, Worcester State 
College, Grand Valley College, Michigan and the University of California, San 
Bernadino. Directing credits include Company, Cabaret, and Into The Woods 
for the USM Musical Theatre Program, with prior directing at other venues such 
as Portland Players, Schoolhouse Arts Center and the new play program of the 
Association for Theatre in Higher Education, where he has also appeared as an 
actor in numerous premiere plays, including Gray this summer in Toronto. As 
a SAG actor, Wil enjoyed working on scenes in the HBO Film, Empire Falls, 
on the TV pilot for The Brotherhood of Poland, NH, several recent cable 
commercials, and has been a TV /Radio spokesperson for the Maine State Tax 
program. With his own company in Maine, Renegade Productions, Wil has 
written and appeared in several shows, and has also appeared at Mad Horse 
Theatre, the Chocolate Church in Bath, in The Fantasticks with Maine Play 
Productions, as "Tom" in the -musical Pulp Alley for New York's West Bank 
Theatre, "Philip" in the Hollywood premiere of Hotel Universe, the daytime 
serials All My Children and As the World Turns , and as an alien on Babylon 5. 
Wil has been a recipient of a Kennedy Center scholarship, a Kennedy Center 
Bronze Medallion, the Moss Hart Award, USM's·Outstanding Teacher/Scholar 
Award, has studied at the American Academy of Dramatic Art and the National 
Shakespeare Conservatory in New York, and holds theatre degrees from the 
University of Rhode Island and the University of Illinois. 
Jerome Wills, Scenic Design & Slides 
Jerome is both a senior theatre and ~nglish major here at USM and is looking 
forward to pursuing graduate studies in scenic design next Fall. This is his 
second main stage scenic design, his first being Shakuntala and the Ring of 
Recognition, for which he won the Meritorious Achievement A ward in Scenic 
Design at last year's regional American College Theatre Festival. Jerome is 
also vice president and resident scenic designer for Two Lights Theatre Ensemble 
for which he recently designed the set of El Cid which played at both the St. 
Lawrence Arts and Cultural Center as well as at the Theatre of Monmouth. 
Other design credits include La Promise, Dreams of Elysia , and Machinal for 
which he also sound designed, and many others. His next project is designing 
sound for The Children's Theatre of Maine's opening production, We Were There 
Too. 
Jodi Ozimek, Costume Designer 
Jodi Ozimek is delighted to return to USM for her second academic year as 
costume designer and lecturer. Select USM credits include: The Effects of 
Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds, Shakuntala, and Company. Over 
the summer Jodi returned to American Players Theatre in Wisconsin to assistant 
costume design Cymbeline. She received her BA in theatre from Michigan State 
University and her MFA in costume and design from Purdue University. Jodi 
would like to thank her husband for his endless love and support. 
· Brian Hapcic, Lighting Designer 
Brian Hapcic joins the faculty at USM this year, relocating from a position at 
the University of Southern Mississippi. He holds a BA in English from Ohio 
University, and an MFA in Design and Technology from the University of 
Montana. His specialties are lighting and sound: 
Corey Anderson, Sound Design 
A senior theatre major, is proud to be working on this show, and is overjoyed to 
be working with such a talented and dedicated team. Past production credits 
include the lead in SP A's Macbeth, Gutman in Camino Real with USM Theatre, 
and Don Sanche/Count Gomes, in El Cid au Flamenco with Two Lights Theatre 
Ensemble. Corey would like to thank Ben, Kate, and Mia for their friendship and 
support, Eileen for her willingness to put up with late nights, and Michaela for 
her patience 
Sean Demers, Dramaturg 
Sean is in his final year at USM and is thrilled to be dramaturg for The Laramie 
Project. His previous Dramaturgy was Picasso at the Lapine Agile for Student 
Performing Artists. He is also an actor and a playwright and can be seen this fall 
as "Cotton Mather" in the History Channel special, The Devil's Trials. He 
would like to thank his wife Flower and daughter Sula for their love and support. 
Kris Hall, Costume Director 
This is Kris Hall's fifth season as the Costume Shop Supervisor. This year she 
is also enrolled as a Masters degree candidate in Studio Art at Maine College of 
Art . This summer she designed Pump Boys and Dinettes at Maine State Music 
Theatre, and is currently working on the costume design for Woman in Black at 
the Public Theatre, which opens October first! 
Graham Allen, Stage Manager 
This is Graham's first time as a stage manager. Previously he has performed in 
Company, Cabaret, and Batboy the Musical at USM. This past summer he 
worked as a Performance Intern at Maine State Music Theatre. Look for him in 
A Man of No Importance with Good Theatre this coming spring. 
April Mulkern, Outreach Coordinator and Graphic Artist 
April is a Media Studies and Theatre student graduating in May 2005 at USM. 
This . summer she stage managed for Two Lights Theatre Ensemble's El Cid au 
Flamenco. Previously she stage managed versions of Shakuntala and Life in the 
Late 20th at USM with Dr. Kent. Currently, she is producing a documentary 
on the process of The Laramie Project for final project in her Media Studies 
curriculum. She would like to dedicate this production to the life of Matthew 
Shepard. She would like to thank Mary Kay, Michelle, Assunta and 
Emmanuelle for their support in all of her endeavors 
Special Thanks 
Lilley's Limousine 
Center for the Prevention of Hate Violence 
Romaine Patterson 
The Matthew Shepard Foundation 
Michelle Brodsky 




Maryann and Alan Nyman 
Howard Solomon 
Don't Miss Our Upcoming Productions! 
(See our list of shows on page right) 
www.usm.maine.edu/theatre 
D 
LOOKING AHEAD: o 
The Department of Theatre at USM offers a variety of 
· summer courses including: 
-Theatre in New York City 
-Acting Performance, Weekend Intensive: 
For beginning actors 
-Energize! a holistic approach to acting 
-Theatre Academy for Youth, Ages 13-18 
-The Michael Chekhov Theatre Institute·: 
Master Classes for Teachers and Advanced Actors 
In addition to Gorham, an additional site is in the planning 
stages: Paris, France 
-The Reader's Theatre Institute: o 





Provocative, and Powerful 
Theatre at USM! 
Main Stage, Russell Hall 
Gorham campus 
Evenings 7:30 p.m., Matinees 5 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 24-Sunday, Oct. 3, 2004 
THE LARAMIE PROJECT 
by Moises Kaufman 
directed by Wil Kilroy 
Friday, Nov. 5-Sunday. Nov. 14, 2004 
SIX CHARACTERS IN 
SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR 
by Luigi Pirandello 
directed by Richard Reade 
Friday. Dec. 3-Saturday. Dec. 11, 2004 
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER* 
by Chris Gyngell 
directed by Thomas Power and William Steele 
• Al Saint Lawrence Arts Community Center, 76 
Congress Street. Portland 
Friday, Feb. I I-Sunday, Feb. 20, 2005 
LYSISTRATA 
By Aristophanes 
directed by Ariel Francoeur '05 
Friday. March 11-Saturday, March 19, 2005 
THE MAGIC FWTE 
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
directed by Walter Stump 
musical director Ellen Chickering 
Friday, April 29-Sunday, May 1, 2005 
DANCE USM! 
directed by Maria Tzaniabos 
Reservations are recommended 
(207) 780-5151 
Plays and Dance USM! 
$12 general; $8 seniors, 
USM faculty and staff: $5 students 
Opera "The Magic Flute" 
$15 general; $10 seniors, 
USM faculty and staff; $5 students 
[i] UNIVERS IT Y Of SOUTHERN MAINE m 
www.usm.maine.edu/theater 
USM School of Music 2004-2005 
Faculty Concert Series 
Fridays, 8 p.m., Corthell Concert Hall 
USM Gorham Campus 
October 1 and 2 
Three Divas in Concert: A 10th 
Anniversary Concert 
Judith James, Deborah Hall, Marie 
Pressman, and Edward Reichert 
Spcnsored IJy Gorham Savings Bank 
October 29 
A Trombonist's View of 
Musical History 
Brian L. Diehl 
November 19 
The Bill Street Songbook 
Bill Street, Ben Street, Ryan Parker, Chris 
Oberholtzer, and Les Harris, Jr. 
Spcnsored by l(gyBant 
March 4 
The Many Colors of the Voice 
Margaret Yauger and Malcom Smith with 
Judith Quimby 
April 8 
Pipes, Stops, Mutes, and 
Trumpets 
Betty Rines and Ray Cornils 
Spcnsorec by Fi/sne's 
April 29 
The Music of Bruce Scott Fithian 
USM School of Music faculty and guests 





The Kennedy Center American College Theater 
Festival™ 
xxxvu 
Presented and Produced by 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts 
Supported in Part by 
The Kennedy Center Corporate Fund 
The US -Department of Education 
Delta Airlines 
The National Committee for the Performing 
Arts 
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald McNichols 
This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this national theater education 
program are to identify and promote quality in college-level theater 
production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a 
response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected students 
and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving 
scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, playwrights, 
designers, stage managers and critics at both the regional and national 
levels. Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for .., 
inclusion at the KCACTF regional festival and can also be considered for 
invitation to the KCACTF national festival at the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts 
in Washington, DC in the spring of 2005. Last year more than 1,300 
productions were entered in the KCACTF involving more than 200,000 
students nationwide. By entering this production, our theater 
department is sharing in the KCACTF goals to recognize, reward, and 
celebrate the exemplary work produced in college and university 
theaters across the nation. 
